
All About Texas Road Trip Tour for 2nd Grade 
 
Travel and Exploration with Art (30 Minutes) 
The artists in this exhibition traveled all around Texas, and created art to share their 
experiences with us.  
 
Does anyone know how big Texas is?  
Texas is the second largest state in the nation.  
 
The Texas border, all the way around is 3, 822 miles long. (Show map of Texas) Texas is 
so huge, every side of it is different. As we explore the galleries today, we’ll see what 
Texas looks like in the north, south, east, and west. And see how a few different artists 
chose to show the landscape.  
  
Today we will start in the North of the State, called the Panhandle Region.  
(Point it out on the map.) 
 
Tule Canyon, Josephine Oliver 
Let’s look closely at this picture. What are some things you notice about it? What if you 
were walking through this space, how would the plants and ground feel on your skin? 
What would the texture be like? 
 
This drawing was made with pastel, a dry, chalky art material. She chose this material 
because the places she was drawing were dry and dusty.  
 
Josephine Oliver loved to travel. Every summer she and other artists traveled through 
Texas to sketch the landscape. (Show map from Dallas to Tule Canyon, to show how far 
she traveled). Point out her vehicle (the cicada). Why do you think she chose to make her 
drawings so small? 
 
Raise your hand if you’ve ever gone on a trip or vacation. Where did some of you go?  
What are some things you did to remember your trip?  
 
Now we are going to head over to the Big Bend region of Texas.  
 
Red Tank, Mary Baxter 
How are these works of art different from the ones we saw by Josephine Oliver?  
 
Mary Baxter works in a larger scale than Josephine Oliver. This is because she mainly 
works in her studio. Mary Baxter will go for walks, drives, or rides until she finds a place 
she likes. Then she sketches and writes about what she sees and feels. Finally, she returns 
to her studio to create these paintings.  
 
Her colors are also much brighter. This is because she uses a special kind of oil paint that 
is very bright. Oil paint dries very slowly, and needs to be diluted with turpentine instead 
of water.  



 
 
If you could step into these paintings what would the weather feel like?  
The Big Bend region of Texas is the hottest and driest in the state. It is also the only 
region in the state that has mountains.  
 
Now we are going to head to the east side of Texas, known as the Piney Woods: 
 
Sulphur River Morning with Little Green Heron, Walt Davis 
What kinds of animals do you see in this picture? What other kinds of animals might you 
see in this landscape? (bobcats, swamp rabbits, bull frogs, river otters, wood peckers, 
bald eagles) 
 
This part of the state is very humid and wet. It has a lot of dense forests, swamps, and 
trees. Walt Davis is an artist who is also a scientist. He and his wife decided to take a 
road trip all around the perimeter, or outside, of Texas. He uses watercolor. We’ll learn 
more about watercolor in the next couple weeks as we make our own works of art.  
 
Our last part of our trip takes us to south side of Texas, where there is salt water. It is 
called the Gulf Coast: 
 
Here is another work by Walt Davis. Can anyone tell what he used to create this work? 
He used graphite. Graphite is the same material that you find in your pencils. 
 
Is this work in the city or the country? How can you tell? This is a picture of Houston. 
Houston is the largest city in Texas, and the 4th largest city in the country. Would you 
normally expect to see wildlife in the city? What kinds of animals live in the city? 
 
Port La Vaca, Bob Stuth-Wade 
Let’s take a minute and look at this work quietly. See how many things you can notice 
about it in the next 30 seconds. Tell me what you see. You may not repeat a previous 
answer.  
 
This work of art is also of an area in the Gulf Coast. The Gulf of Mexico is an ocean 
basin, and it has salt water instead of fresh like our river here, the Concho. That means 
that there special kinds of animals that live here, like dolphins, crabs, and shrimp. 
 
What kind of artist materials do you think the artist used to create this? Think back to 
some that we’ve talked about already today.  
 
The artist who made this work used mixed-media. This means that he used lots of 
different kinds of art materials to create this work.  
 
 
 
Learning how to Sketch (30 Minutes) 



Location: The Balcony 
 
Supplies: 
6 x 4.5 inch watercolor paper (2 sheets per student) 
Drawing boards 
2H pencils 
 
Introduction to Sketching (10 Minutes) 
Pass out drawing boards, pencils, and sketch paper to students. Show them how to hold 
the pencil loosely.  
 
Demonstrate sketching a light, loose outline of the view in front of us. Have the students 
work along with you.  
 
Explain and demonstrate the difference between graphite hardness. Today we are using 
harder graphite so that when we paint over our sketches with watercolor, the pencil lines 
won’t distract from the colors, or smear.   
 
Sketching My View (15 minutes) 
Prompt the children to pick a different view from the balcony, and practice sketching it 
on their second piece of postcard paper.  
 
Wrap Up (5 Minutes) 
Explain to the kids that next week they are going to the WEC to explore the animals and 
plants that live all around Texas. Then later they will be sketching some more and adding 
color to their pictures.  
 


