
How Water Shapes Texas 

Introduction 

Four Regions we will focus on based on what you learned last week in the galleries.  

(emphasize connections to artists works, change by humans, change over time, difference in ecosystems in Texas and 
saltwater/freshwater) 

Let’s remember the four regions and talk about what might live there and why.  We will also think about the water – 
both the ocean and the rivers that form parts of the Texas border. Then we will play a sorting game based on the plants 
and animals that live in these areas.  

1. Show map of Texas pointing these areas out and also show relevant works from galleries to emphasize and connect 
with previous visit.  

 

NORTH:  border with Oklahoma – Red River. This is largely the Blackland Prairie region and northern Panhandle Plains.  
Along the river you might see more trees.  This is the Riparian area – Riparian area is the area around a river, lake or 
stream. There is more water, so the plants and animals might be different.   

Some trees that would be there would be: 

cottonwood, sycamore, oaks along with native grasses like bluestem 

 Animals you might see there would be: 

 Blue catfish, striped bass. Hognose snake, prairie dogs 

EAST: border with Louisiana – Sabine River.  This is the Piney Woods region where there is more rain than in other 
regions. Trees are bigger and different plants and animals can live there that may not live other places.   

Trees and plants you might see there would be: 

Willow oaks, bald cypress, spider lily 



Animals you might see would be: 

Bullfrogs, river otters, alligators, pine warbler and wood peckers 

SOUTH EAST: border to the ocean – to the Gulf Coast.  Just like you saw last week, this is all along the coast.  This is salt 
water, unlike the rivers which are fresh water. Fresh water does not always mean it is clean, just that it doesn’t have salt 
in it!  Different plants and animals live in and near salt water. There are also areas where saltwater and freshwater meet. 
These are called estuaries and many times have lots of different animals living there. 

Trees and plants you might see there would be:  

Yaupon, water oak,  shoal grass,  

Animals you might see would be: 

 Sandpiper bird, dolphins, shrimp, blue crabs, pelicans, spoonbills, flounder, sea turtles, redfish 

WEST:  border to Mexico  - Rio Grande River.  This is often called the Big Bend region because of the BIG bend of the 
river in that area. This area can be mountainous as you move further west and very rugged. It is a desert area with dry, 
hot weather. How is this different from East Texas? From the Gulf Coast?  The trees, plants and animals are adapted to 
not need as much water as others.   

Trees and plants you might see there would be: 

Prickly pear, yucca, ocotillo, creosote bush, lechiguilla 

Animals you might see would be:  

Horned lizard, jack rabbit, catfish, Rio Grande tetra, gars, mountain lions, montezumas quail 

 

2.  Split class into groups and assign “Border Ecosystem” Teams. They need to find all of the organisms that would likely 
fit into that ecosystem by sorting cards and then present it.  

There are 4 cards per  ecosystem. All groups receive all cards. They decide which ones fit their ecosystem and 
then tape them to wall corresponding to that ecosystem.  

3. Present ecosystem organisms. 

4. Discuss riparian areas once again and how humans have impacted this environment using the model of this in the 
Center. 


